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● Intro to the Help Forum
● Final thoughts/announcements
● Assignments/readings



First meeting outline 

● Attendance
● Syllabus
● Lab rules
● Introductions
● Basic structure of every class
● Tips for success
● Course Website
● Intro lecture
● 10 minute break
● Set up/test accounts and folders 
● Intro to the Help Forum
● Final thoughts/announcements
● Assignments/readings



First meeting outline 
● Attendance
● Syllabus
● Lab rules
● Introductions
● Basic structure of every class
● Tips for success
● Course Website
● Intro lecture
● 10 minute break
● Set up/test accounts and folders 
● Intro to the Help Forum
● Final thoughts/announcements
● Assignments/readings



First meeting outline 

● Attendance
● Syllabus
● Lab rules
● Introductions
● Basic structure of every class
● Tips for success
● Course Website
● Intro lecture
● 10 minute break
● Set up/test accounts and folders 
● Intro to the Help Forum
● Final thoughts/announcements
● Assignments/readings



First meeting outline 

● Attendance
● Syllabus
● Lab rules
● Introductions
● Basic structure of every class
● Tips for success
● Course Website
● Intro lecture
● 10 minute break
● Set up/test accounts and folders 
● Intro to the Help Forum
● Final thoughts/announcements
● Assignments/readings



Basic structure of every class

Class begins promptly at 6 pm

● Critique, 30-40 minutes
● Lecture, 60 minutes
● Break, 10-15 minutes
● Tutorials/group activities, 30-40 minutes
● Open lab, until 9:30 pm



How to succeed in Carto Design + Presentation

● Complete/submit all coursework on time, submissions of assignments past 
the due date will not be accepted

● Explore the text! Yes that means reading…(yes, we will be talking about it in 
class)

● Development of genuine interest in the subject matter

● Ask questions/work the Help Forum

● Organization

● Open mindedness/willingness to fail



Course Website Overview

https://cartodesign.commons.gc.cuny.edu/

https://cartodesign.commons.gc.cuny.edu/


L1
Towards a visual 
literacy in GISc, the case 
for design thinking 



What is graphic design?



What is graphic design?

Graphic design, also known as communication design, is the 
art and practice of planning and projecting ideas and 
experiences with visual and textual content. The form of the 
communication can be physical or virtual, and may include 
images, words, or graphic forms. The experience can take 
place in an instant or over a long period of time. The work can 
happen at any scale, from the design of a single postage 
stamp to a national postal signage system, or from a 
company’s digital avatar to the sprawling and interlinked 
digital and physical content of an international newspaper. It 
can also be for any purpose, whether commercial, 
educational, cultural, or political.
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Why is graphic design important?



Why is graphic design important?

● Knowledge and Power
● Translation
● Communication
● Collective intelligence



Given what you now know about graphic design, 
and what you already know about GIS...why do 
you think the former is important to the latter? 



What happens when mapmaking and graphic 
design are considered mutually exclusive 
concepts? 



Thoughts?



The LA Times can do better :/
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???



According to Fox News, Egypt has relocated

Egypt 
typically 
found 
here
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Someone explain this map to me



Someone explain this map to me

???



Is this map good? Y or N?



Is this map good? 
Y or N?



What is design thinking? 



What is design thinking? 

Design thinking is a method for practical, creative resolution 
of problems. It is a form of solution-based thinking with the 
intent of producing a constructive future result

OR, more simply

...refers  to the creative strategies designers utilize during 
design processes



Conceptual relations: Analysis vs Synthesis

From the Greek, meaning, to loosen up, and to put together 
respectively...

● Analysis is the procedure by which we break down an 
intellectual or substantial whole into parts or components

input output



Conceptual relations: Analysis vs Synthesis

From the Greek, meaning, to loosen up, and to put together 
respectively...

● Synthesis is the procedural inverse of analysis, to combine 
separate elements or components in order to form a 
coherent whole

input output



Conceptual relations, ways of thinking: Divergent 
vs Convergent 

These modes of thought are both part and parcel to the 
design thinking process

Design thinking encourages divergent thinking to ideate many 
solutions (possible or impossible) and then uses convergent 
thinking to identify and realize the best resolution 



Design thinking steps 

● Define
● Empathize
● Ideate
● Prototype
● Test



Design thinking steps 

● Define
○ Identify the goals, what do you wish to convey

● Empathize
○ Put yourself in the user’s position

● Ideate
○ Brainstorm the best ways in which to achieve your 

goals
● Prototype

○ Build a few different examples
● Test

○ Self explanatory, does it work?



Design thinking steps 

Within these steps, problems can be framed, the right 
questions can be asked, more ideas can be created, and the 
best answers can be chosen

The steps are not linear by nature, and can occur 
simultaneously and/or be repeated during various phases of 
the design process



A paradigmatic example

Which is a better question given what you now know about 
design thinking?

● How might you design a better pair of scissors?

● How might you design a better way of cutting paper?



Why should mapmakers/GIS professionals 
engage in design thinking?



10-15 minute break :) 



Setting up accounts

● Make sure you have a student folder on the Lehman 
network (n-drive)

● You will also be enrolled in Piazza, look for the email and 
login to set up your account



Final thoughts/announcements

● GISc bootcamp, Tuesday 09/04/2018 from 3 to 5pm, 
Gillet Hall rm 322...email forthcoming



What’s due next week?

● Readings
○ Crampton, What is Critique?
○ Buisseret, Text and contexts
○ Robinson, Cartography as visual technique

● Assignment 1 (optional) due by 12pm Tuesday 9/04

● Also please familiarize yourself with the Help forum

● Also also, please bring headphones with you to class from 
now on as we will be engaging, independently, in video 
tutorials



End


